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CITY OF NEWTON, MASSACHUSETTS 
 

PURCHASING DEPARTMENT 

purchasing@newtonma.gov  

Fax (617) 796-1227 
 

 April 23, 2012 

 

ADDENDUM #1 
 

 

INVITATION FOR BID #12-68 

UNION STREET STRUCTURAL SIDEWALK REPAIRS 

 

THIS ADDENDUM IS TO: Answer the following Questions from the Pre-Bid Meeting: 

 
Q1.  How long will the restaurant have to shut down for? 

A1. Exact amount of time unknown. The restaurant will be closed until work that affects the 

operation of the restaurant is completed. 

 

 Q2.  How long will the sidewalk and parking areas have to be closed down?  

A2. Exact amount of time unknown.  The sidewalk and adjacent parking areas will be closed 

until all work is completed.   

 

 Q3.  Parallams are pressure treated, galvanized steel option, as long as not cost to the City? 

A3.  Contractor will be allowed to use galvanized structural steel beams at no additional cost 

to the City.  General Contractor will be responsible for the design and construction of the 

galvanized steel beams.  The City’s design consultant will review all submittals prior to 

acceptance.  All connections to the steel beams are to be galvanized A325 bolts at no 

additional cost to the City. 

 

 Q4.  Jacking not required of E slab? 

A4. No jacking of the existing slab is anticipated at this time.    

 

 Q5.  Will permits and fees be waived by the City? 

A5.  YES 

 

 Q6.  DPW have standard details for stamped conc.  

  A6.  YES    

 

 Q7.  Is a Waterproofing system required?  

A7. Yes, see Note on Contract Drawing S-1 “Contractor is to provide a waterproofing 

procedure subject to approval by the City of Newton (especially protection of all structures 

and businesses located within and/or below the indicated work zones).  

 

 Q8.  Was this a Mandatory Pre-Bid? 

  A8.  NO 
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 Q9.  With MWBE, what goal do you have to reach? And is it enforced? 

A9.  The City's MBE and WBE goal for construction contracts estimated in value of over 

$50,000 is set out in Section IV Construction Activities, Subsection A. Goals.  A copy for 

Section IV is attached hereto.   
 

The City expects its contractors to comply with the "City of Newton Minority/Women 

Business Enterprise Plan, dated December 1, 1999 and revised to January 21, 2010", 

including more specifically the requirements of Section IV, Subsections C and D.  Failure to 

make good faith efforts to comply with the City's MWBE Plan may result in enforcement as 

outlined in Section IV, Subsection F. 

 

Q10.  Does the contractors’ shoring design require a stamp by the professional structural engineer, 

registered within the Commonwealth of MA? 

A10.  YES.  The general contractor is to submit the stamped temporary shoring drawings to 

the City of Newton for record purposes only.  The design and construction of all temporary 

shoring is the sole responsibility of the general contractor. 

 

Q11.  The Contract Drawing indicates the excavation shall be performed under the supervision of a 

geotechnical engineer.  Would a professional structural engineer, registered within the Commonwealth, 

with experience with soil structure interaction be acceptable? 

A11. During the pre-bid stage the answer to this question is NO. However, once the contract 

is awarded, the in-writing qualifications of any proposed substitutions will be reviewed by the 

City of Newton and their consultant.  

 

Q12.  The sidewalk removal and replacement operations will result in a lack of access to the first floor 

businesses at 85, 87 and 91 Union Street.  Although the lack of access is expected to be limited for each 

business, what are the City’s expectations of the Contractor during this period? 

A12. The City expects that the General Contractor will make safe accommodations for 

employees and customers to visit and occupy the businesses during construction.  The 

businesses are to remain open during all construction activities.     

 

 Q13.  Beyond the Trench Permit, are any other permits required? 

A13.  An “occupy” sidewalk permit will be required from the City of Newton Engineering 

Division (fee to be waived by the City).   

 

Q14.  What are the known or expected utilities, embedded or other appurtenant items within the sidewalk 

or coincident with the proposed frost wall? 

A14. No existing utilities are known at this time.  Contractor must contact DIG-SAFE and 

other private utility companies prior to start of work.   

 

Q15.  No provisions to jack or otherwise alter the elevation of existing concrete slabs to remain are shown 

within the contract documents.  Therefore, the proposed slab is presumed to meet the existing slab. 

A15. Correct.  The G.C. is to take proper precautions to ensure that no additional concrete 

slab deflection occurs. If existing concrete slab deflection does occur, the G.C. is to perform a 

repair jacking procedure.   

 

Q16.  Can the existing granite curbing between the existing brick foundation wall and bituminous concrete 

pavement remain in place during the construction effort? 

A16.  NO. The Contract Drawing calls for the installation of new granite curbing. At what 

point the existing curb is removed is strictly the responsibility of the general contractor (a 

part of the G.C’s means and methods). However, if during the removal of the existing 

curbing the curbing remains intact, the contractor will reinstall the existing granite curbing 

per City of Newton Standards.  
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 Q17.  Will the City remove and reset the existing parking meters and supports within the contract limits? 

 A17. YES  

 

Q18.  The Contract Drawing indicates removal of the existing sidewalk is limited to 4’ sections.  This 

appears inconsistent with construction joint locations and installation of underpinning elements.   

A18.  The removal width can be increased to match the sidewalk joint width (approximately 

5’ to 6’ maximum) 

 

Q19.  Will the General Contractor have the option of removing and rebuilding the approximately 25’ long 

walk-in freezer? 

A19.  Removal of the walk-in freezer will be allowed.  If removed, the general contractor 

must reinstall the freezer in a manner acceptable to the freezer owner.  The contractor is 

responsible for the integrity and functional operation of the freezer during removal and 

reinstallation. 

 

 Q20. Is a detailed site inspection of current conditions required prior to bidding? 

A20.  It is highly recommended that all prospective bidders contact the City of Newton for a 

detailed site visit of the exterior extent of work and the interior affected areas of work prior 

to bidding on the project. 

 

All other terms and conditions of this bid remain unchanged. 

 

PLEASE ENSURE THAT YOU ACKNOWLEDGE THIS ADDENDUM ON YOUR BID FORM. 

 

Thank you. 

Purchasing Department 
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